SUMMARY OF THE REJECTIONS/OBJECTIONS 

In paragraph 3 of the Office Action, Claims 1, 4, 6, 8-11, 14-19, 21-23, 25, 27-30, and 
33-35 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
6,401,132 issued to Bellwood et al. ("Bellwood") in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,301,471 
issued to Dahm et al. ("Dahm"). 

In paragraph 14 of the Office Action, Claims 2-3, 5, and 24 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bellwood in view of Dahm and further in view of 
U.S. Patent Number 6,125,391 issued to Meltzer et al. ("Meltzer'^. 

In paragraph 18 of the Office Action, Claims 7, 12, 13, 20, 26, and 31-32 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bellwood in view of Dahm and fiirther in 
view of U.S. Patent Number 6,154,738 issued to Call ("Call"). 

RESPONSE TO REJECTIONS 

To respond to the current rejections, it is noted that (1) all of the current rejections rely 
on Bellwood, and (2) Bellwood does not qualify as prior art under any section of 35 U.S.C. 
§102. Specifically, the rejected claims are entitled to a priority date of March 17, 1999, which 
precedes the filing date of Bellwood, August 3, 1999. Since rejections of the claims rely on the 
availabiUty of Bellwood as a prior art reference, and Bellwood does not qualify as a prior art 
reference, it is respectfully submitted that none of the rejections stand. 

For the reasons set forth above, it is respectfully submitted that all of the pending claims 
are now in condition for allowance. Therefore, the issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance is 
believed next in order, and that action is most earnestly solicited. 


50277-0312 (OID 1999-20-01) 


-2- 


The Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is 
believed that such contact would further the examination of the present application. 

Please charge any shortages or credit any overages to Deposit Account No. 50-1302. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HICKMAN PALERMO TRUONG & BECKER LLP 


Cheryl A. Eichstaedt 
Reg. No. 50,761 

1600 Willow Street 
San Jose, CA 95125 
(408) 414-1080 x208 
Date: February./^, 2003 
Facsimile: (408)414-1076 


CERTIHCATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail 
in an envelope addressed to the Box AF, Commissioner for Patents Washington, D.C. 20231 on February , 
2003. 


Name U Sign^/ ^ 


/[rjJU^ February /3L , 2003 

—3 Date Signed 


50277-0312 (OID 1999-20-01) 


-3- 


Appendix 


CLAIMS 


1 1. (ONCE AMENDED) A method for retrieving information from one or more data 

2 sources, the method including the steps of: 

3 receiving, from a particular type of client, a request for a service; 

4 wherein said request for said service is received at a system located separately from 

5 said client; 

6 wherein said request is sent by a particular user; 

7 within said system generating, based on a first set of parameters, a request object; 

8 wherein said first set of parameters includes identity of said service; 

9 based on said request object, said system transmitting requests to one or more data 

10 sources; 

11 at said system receiving responses to said requests from said one or more data sources 

12 in one or more formats other than a particular format; 

13 at said system converting said responses into said particular format; 

14 at said system generating, based on said responses, a composite response document in 

15 said particular format; 

16 at said system transforming said composite response document into a client-formatted 

17 response based on a second set of parameters; 

18 wherein said second set of parameters includes identity of said particular type of 

19 client; and 

20 at said system transmitting said client-formatted response to said particular user. 
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1 2. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 further comprising the steps of 

2 embedding within said request object one or more filtering criteria, and 

3 filtering data from said composite response document based on said filtering criteria 

4 prior to transforming said composite response document. 

1 3 . (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 2 wherein 

2 one of said requests invokes a search mechanism at a data source based on a first set 

3 of search criteria; and 

4 the step of filtering data includes filtering data that originated from said data source 

5 based on a second set of search criteria. 

1 4. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 wherein said first set of parameters for 

2 generating said request object includes identity of said particular user. 

1 5. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 wherein: 

2 the step of generating the request object includes generating filtering criteria; and 

3 the method includes filtering data from the composite response document based on the 

4 filtering criteria before transforming the composite response document. 

1 6. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 wherein: 

2 the step of receiving responses to said requests from said one or more data sources in 

3 one or more formats other than a particular format involves receiving 

4 responses to said requests from said one or more data sources in one or more 

5 formats other than XML; 
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6 the step of converting said responses into said particular format involves converting 

7 responses into XML; 

8 the step of generating a composite response document in said particular format 

9 involves generating a composite response document in XML; and 

10 the step of transforming said composite response document into a client-formatted 

1 1 response involves transforming said composite response document into a 

1 2 format other than XML. 

1 7. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 6 wherein the step of transforming 

2 includes: 

3 identifying one or more XSL stylesheets based on said second set of parameters; and 

4 applying said one or more XSL stylesheets to said composite response document. 

1 8. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 wherein: 

2 said one or more data sources include 

3 a first data source that supports a first protocol and is accessible through a first 

4 gateway, and 

5 a second data source that supports a second protocol and is accessible through 

6 a second gateway; and 

7 the step of converting said responses into said particular format includes 

8 said first gateway converting a response from said first data source to said 

9 particular format; and 

10 said second gateway converting a response from said second data source to 

1 1 said particular format. 
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1 9. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 8 wherein at least one of said first data 

2 source and said second data source is a database system. 

1 10. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 8 wherein at least one of said first data 

2 source and said second data source is an HTTP server. 

1 11. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 10 wherein the client-formatted response is 

2 an HTML document. 

1 12. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 6 wherein: 

2 the step of generating a request object involves generating an XML request document 

3 that includes unresolved links; and 

4 the step of transmitting requests involves resolving said unresolved links. 

1 13. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 12 wherein the step of generating said 

2 composite response document involves replacing said unresolved links in said XML 

3 request document with XML data generated based on said responses from said one or 

4 more data sources. 

1 14. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 wherein said particular type of client is a 

2 mobile phone. 

1 15. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 wherein: 

2 the method further comprises the steps of 

3 receiving data that indicates user-specific customizations to services; 

4 storing said data in a configuration database; 
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5 searching said configuration database for said user-specific customizations in 

6 response to receiving said request for said service; 

7 said first set of parameters used to generate said request object includes said user- 

8 specific customizations. 

1 16. (NOT AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 wherein: 

2 said one or more data sources include 

3 a first web site accessible through a gateway, and 

4 a second web site accessible through said gateway; and 

5 the step of converting said responses into said particular format includes 

6 said gateway converting a first response from said first web site to said 

7 particular format; and 

8 said gateway converting a second response from said second web site to said 

9 particular format. 

1 17. (ONCE AMENDED) A system for transferring information between devices, the 

2 system comprising: 

3 a request preprocessor, which is located separately from clients, configured to 

4 receive service requests from said clients, 

5 generate request objects for said service requests, and 

6 pass said request objects to a request processor, which is located separately 

7 from said clients; 

8 said request processor operatively coupled to said request preprocessor and to one or 

9 more gateways, said request processor being configured to respond to said 
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10 request objects by transmitting requests to data sources through said one or 

11 more gateways; 

12 said one or more gateways operatively coupled between said request processor and 

13 said data sources, said one or more gateways being configured to 

14 translate between a particular format and one or more other formats, 

15 convert said requests to said one or more other formats prior to issuing said 

16 requests to said data sources, 

17 convert responses from said data sources to said particular format, and 

18 pass said responses in said particular format to said request processor; 

19 wherein said request processor is further configured to generate composite response 

20 documents in said particular format based on said responses, and to pass said 

21 composite response documents to a post processor; 

22 said post processor operatively coupled to said request processor, said post processor 

23 being configured to 

24 transform said composite response documents from said particular format to 

25 client-specific responses having formats required by clients, and 

26 transmit said client-specific response documents to said clients. 

1 18. (NOT AMENDED) The system of Claim 17 wherein said particular format is XML. 

1 19. (NOT AMENDED) The system of Claim 18 wherein the request objects are XML 

2 documents. 

1 20. (NOT AMENDED) The system of Claim 18 wherein the post processor includes an 

2 XSL engine that transforms said composite response documents by 
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3 selecting one or more XSL stylesheets based on a first set of parameters, said first set 

4 of parameters including type of the clients; and 

5 applying said one or more XSL stylesheets. 

1 21. (NOT AMENDED) The system of Claim 17 wherein the pre-processor generates the 

2 request objects based on a particular set of parameters, said particular set of 

3 parameters including identity of users that submit said service requests. 

1 22. (ONCE AMENDED) A computer-readable medium bearing instructions for retrieving 

2 information from one or more data sources, the computer-readable medium including 

3 instructions for performing the steps of: 

4 receiving, from a particular type of client, a request for a service; 

5 wherein said request for said service is received at a system located separately from 

6 said client; 

7 wherein said request is sent by a particular user; 

8 within said system generating, based on a first set of parameters, a request object; 

9 wherein said first set of parameters includes identity of said service; 

10 based on the request object, said system transmitting requests to one or more data 

11 sources; 

12 at said system receiving responses to said requests from said one or more data sources 

13 in one or more forfnats other than a particular format; 

14 at said system converting said responses into said particular format; 

15 at said system generating, based on said responses, a composite response document in 

16 said particular format; 
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17 at said system transforming said composite response document into a client-formatted 

18 response based on a second set of parameters; 

19 wherein said second set of parameters includes identity of said particular type of 

20 client; and 

21 at said system transmitting said client-formatted response to said particular user. 

1 23. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 22 wherein said first set 

2 of parameters for generating said request object includes identity of said particular 

3 user. 

1 24. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 22 wherein: 

2 the step of generating the request object includes generating filtering criteria; 

3 the computer-readable medium includes instructions for filtering data from the 

4 composite response document based on the filtering criteria before 

5 transforming the composite response document. 

1 25. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 22 wherein: 

2 the step of receiving responses to said requests from said one or more data sources in 

3 one or more formats other than a particular format involves receiving 

4 responses to said requests from said one or more data sources in one or more 

5 formats other than XML; 

6 the step of converting said responses into said particular format involves converting 

7 responses into XML; 

8 the step of generating a composite response document in said particular format 

9 involves generating a composite response document in XML; and 
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10 the step of transforming said composite response document into a client-formatted 

1 1 response involves transforming said composite response document into a 

12 format other than XML. 

1 26. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 25 wherein the step of 

2 transforming includes: 

3 identifying one or more XSL stylesheets based on said second set of parameters; and 

4 applying said one or more XSL stylesheets to said composite response document. 

1 27. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 22 wherein: 

2 said one or more data sources include 

3 a first data source that supports a first protocol and is accessible through a first 

4 gateway, and 

5 a second data source that supports a second protocol and is accessible through 

6 a second gateway; and 

7 the step of converting said responses into said particular format includes 

8 said first gateway converting a response from said first data source to said 

9 particular format; and 

10 said second gateway converting a response from said second data source to 

1 1 said particular format. 

1 28. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 27 wherein at least one 

2 of said first data source and said second data source is a database system. 

1 29. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 27 wherein at least one 

2 of said first data source and said second data source is an HTTP server. 

-9- 


50277-0312 (OID 1999-20-01) 


1 30, (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 29 wherein the client- 

2 formatted response is an HTML document. 

1 31. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 25 wherein: 

2 the step of generating a request object involves generating an XML request document 

3 that includes unresolved links; and 

4 the step of transmitting requests involves resolving said unresolved links. 

1 32. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 31 wherein the step of 

2 generating said composite response document involves replacing said unresolved 

3 links in said XML request document with XML data generated based on said 

4 responses from said one or more data sources. 

1 33. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 22 wherein said 

2 particular type of client is a mobile phone. 

1 34. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 22 wherein: 

2 the computer-readable medium further comprises instructions for performing the steps 

3 of 

4 receiving data that indicates user-specific customizations to services; 

5 storing said data in a configuration database; 

6 searching said configuration database for said user-specific customizations in 

7 response to receiving said request for said service; 

8 said first set of parameters used to generate said request object includes said user- 

9 specific customizations. 
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1 35. (NOT AMENDED) The computer-readable medium of Claim 22 wherein: 

2 said one or more data sources include 

3 a first web site accessible through a gateway, and 

4 a second web site accessible through said gateway; and 

5 the step of converting said responses into said particular format includes 

6 said gateway converting a first response from said first web site to said 

7 particular format; and 

8 said gateway converting a second response from said second web site to said 

9 particular format. 
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